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Eugene Willging 


Botkin, A., editor. Treasury American Folklore. 
Crown. May 15, 1944. xxviii, 932p. $3.00. 


This compilation “stories, legends, tall tales, traditions, 
ballads and latter with words and music— 
has been prepared the head the Folk Song Archives 
the Library Congress, formerly associated with the 
Federal Writers Project and with the faculty the 
University Oklahoma. will, Carl Sandburg says 
brief foreword, “give you something the feel 
American adds, “One reading won’t 
for it.” ranges from wild-west stories tales 
negro rope-skipping rhymes ballads wihch 
have the flavor Scotland, sea stories and miners’ boasts 
Little Audrey and pageful moron jokes. 
all collections there much that good, much that 
worthless and much that missing. 


The editor’s understanding folklore broad: basically 
composed stories which have “the tang life,” 
spontaneous and homespun rather than formally written 
legend, something dear the people and retained more 
less orally from generation generation. includes 
the cowboy lament, the sailor’s recollections, the phe- 
nomenal region hero, the western badman, well 
pranks, jests and children’s jingles. all sections there 
much fascinate the reader; one can merely list one’s 
own preferences and prejudices. 


The best place begin Part III, for here one can 
laugh out loud for pages end. Here the story 
the educated sheep-herder who could outrun rabbits, 
for rattlesnake soup, adventure eating live 
oysters, the gold nuggets which grew trees and gave 
tise whizzer.” are some pleasant 
analogues the original difference between white and 
black men, tales the meanest men the world and 
the most foolish and the most lazy, the original all 


“ain’t lost” anecdotes, and the record the goat which 
flagged train and the sooner dog which outran the 
Cannon-Ball Express. Here also Sandburg’s long chap- 
ter the favorite stories Lincoln, the laughing presi- 
dent. 


The liars are Part from Mark Twain’s jumping 
frog the wildest them all, “Sven the hundred-proof 
Irishman.” There are wind storms and type lice, Paul 
Bunyan’s unique animal kingdom, and the familiar ones 
about the pet trout that walked land long drowned 
when stumbled into pond and about the Idaho potato 
grower who refused supply order hundred 
pounds because didn’t know what with the other 
half the spud. 


Part has animal stories and fables, many them from 
Joel Chandler Harris and some excellent ones Zora 
Neale Hurston, one the consistently good contributors 
the volume. Here are also fairy tales (falsely called 
nursery Talking Eggs,” reminiscent An- 
drew Lang; “The Talking Bones,” murder story; “Wiley 
and the Hairy Man,” meeting with the devil, and its 
counterpart, “Little Eight John.” The witch stories are 
poor; better are the ghost stories Cap’n Santos who 
came back from drowning rescue his wooden leg; 
the dead Civil War officer who interrupted his forgetful 
fiancee’s wedding claim her waltz; and the 
origin the jack-o-lantern. 

will difficult for the reader the final section 
avoid checking off the rhymes sang and shouted and 
the tricks played his associates the nostalgic 
past; try out the round-the-piano choruses songs 
rivermen, lumberjacks, cowboys, miners, farmers, 
hoboes, prisoners and sailormen. 

Objections the volume are minor ones. The first are 
personal ones. found hard plough through the 
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Botkin Bodmer 


first two sections the collection, more than quarter 
the total, which are devoted such so-called heroes 
Davy Crockett, Mike Fink, Wild Bill Hickok, Billy the 
Kid, Jesse James, Roy Bean, Buffalo Bill, Stakcalee and 
Popeye. Since these have never been heroes, and 
since other nations have outgrown their journalistic 
respect for “badmen,” can merely report that all the 
familiar stories are present, and the historical introduc- 
tions adequate. Nor was there any personal pleasure 
the chamber-of-commerce boastings individual localities 
and corresponding insults from other unique corners 
“God’s country,” nor the Congressional Record reports 
monopolies vegetation, climate health. Beneath 
this bulk, however, there are few good 
stories, the ever-popular records Paul Bunyan and 
Johnny Appleseed, the complete Casey Jones narrative, 
loads odd place-names, the familiar Arkansas Traveler, 
the classic “Hawley’s Yarn” about the single gunshot 
which brought down enough game for week’s feast, and 
the long narrative Stormalong who sailed the biggest 
ship afloat, where the watch had ride horses the 
deck. Still the personal side, regretted that the 
compiler, although indicates that does not wish 
include stories purely local interest, had not been 
more selective. The “Knock-Knock” craze, Esquire’s 
“moron” series and the newly created Febold Feboldson 
might have been displaced some French-Canadian 
tales from Maine, the legends, part Spanish, part Indian, 
from the mission district California, and Washington 
Irving’s Hudson Valley folklore. 


Apart from the personal approach, there little fault 
find: the more blowsy versions many the have 
been omitted, and there little evidence 
(extreme exceptions are pp. 377, 507), there 
often earthly vulgarity only Crockett (p. 37) boasts 
his conquests women. The poorest stories, from the 
point view style and taste, are those prepared (and 
often invented) workers W.P.A. projects—there 
was need, for extmple, for the distorted application 
Henry Ford the story the corpse which sat 
and laid off five pallbearers. Nor was there need for the 
presence many sidewalk rhymes and calls which 
are insulting the Negro; noticeable that other 
so-called minorities (save the instance some early 
Massachusetts anti-papist rhymes) are treated. The 
collection can recommended adults. 

James Edward Tobin, 

Fordham University. 


Bodmer, Frederick. The Loom Language. Lancelot 


Hogben, Editor. Norton. Mar. 25, 1944. 692p. $3.75. 


the last Judgment Day many well meaning people will 
probably stand revealed greater unwitting torturers 
than members the police. Among these will lan- 
guage teachers. Any book which improves the philosophy 
method language teaching godsend. But many 
books which profess so, fail; The Loom Language, 
however, edited the great popularizer mathematics 
for the millions, succeeds. 


The book stresses positive and practical 
discards the gentlemanly ideal “unattainable perfec- 
tion”, for “realizable proficiency”. Only 
nunciation and such grammar and many words should 
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stand (three different processes) the language when and 
where expect need it. the basis such prac- 
tical ideal, one can confidently approach language 

expect good enough progress six months. 


The steps learning language should approximately 
follows: ((1) The pronunciation—good enough 
understood, not sound like similiarities should 
taken for granted, differences danger spots stressed. 
(2) birdseye view grammar—what kind language 
is, quantity inflections, nature word order, plurals, 
gender, compounds; actually learning two three verbs, 
such and have. (3) Learning small class 
most important words first, namely, particles, pronouns, 
pointer words, helper words. (4) Learning the necessary 
vocabulary—selected somewhat the manner Ogden’s 
Basic English vocabulary—about thousand words; 
learning, regular similarity already known words 
kept foremost the mind (the meaning guessed 
before memorized). 


For Swedish, Danish, Dutch and German the one 
hand, and for French, Spanish, Portuguese, and Italian 
the other, the Loom presents the necessary material 
for these four steps. Arranged four parallel columns 
the “Basic Vocabularies for the Teutonic Languages” con- 
sist pages; those for the Romance languages consist 
pages. The book also contains much material 
the origin establish international language. There 
also appendix Greek roots, and good index. 


may well state some the attitudes the book. 
often uses the words “language planning”, and holds 
that better language could constructed than any that 
has naturally evolved. practice governments and 
teachers can help humanity helping reduce the in- 
flections and irregularities existing languages. con- 
siders the synthetic languages like German, Russian, 
Greek and Latin, with their many inflections, backward, 
and English, analytic language, the most 
very sympathetic toward Ogden’s Basic English 
international tongue, not sympathetic toward existing 
universal languages such Esperanto but believes these 
have done good spade work toward universal language 
hoped for. suggests one composed entirely 
Latin and Greek roots, avoiding inflections, depending 
prepositions and other particles, and basic vocabulary. 


slight pro-Anglo-American bias detectable and 
anti-German and French and also Catholic bias. The 
author gives the French-speaking population Canada 
only one and half million. speaks “the planes 
Hitler and Mussolini” raining death the Basques (p. 
343), and Ferdinand and Isabella appropriating Granada 
“for the sacrament inquisitorial fire” (p. 343), and says, 
“Many hundreds Arabic words bear testimony what 
Spain owes civilization vastly superior its Catholic 
successor” (p. line with the traditional 
British tendency horrified any war which did not 
promote British interests, and treat cruel check 
higher culture. The author somewhat unneces- 
sarily sarcastic about the founder Volapiik, German 
parish priest”, whose efforts labels catastrophe” 
(p. 463). 

But biased unfortunately only human. While the 
bias this case should pointed out, prevent spread 
this tendency, should not deter anyone from buying 
reading the book. Linguistically the book sound and 
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progressive. seems every library, any whose 
readers study languages, ought have it. Every language 
teacher ought read through, and beginning new 
class could profitably, seems me, reread the chapters 
pertinent the language taught. Romance 
Teutonic languages could practically least avail 
themselves the basic word lists. would not seem 
book for the general reader, but reader somewhat 
the educated side could with pleasure and profit read 
some the chapters such the “Introduction”, “The 
Story the Alphabet”, “Pioneers Language Planning”, 
and “Planning for New Order”. excellent book 
for anyone who has the will read it. 


Ronald, James. The Night Ending. 


26, 1944. 477p. $2.75. 


This the story the generous self-sacrifice English 
Malvern—in English town the decade 
preceding the war, who casts her bread upon the waters 
and was satisfying rewarded beyond riches. Her mother 
had died when she was small child, and she was reared 
her father, “Johnny,”, she called him, whom she 
adores. was irresponsible idler but charming 
was unscrupulous and improvident, and always made 
friends wherever went. Living many towns, Ruth 
had place she could call home, except the memory 
very dear little house,” Dorset, which Lord Waven- 
don lent her father when she was very little girl. 


Apr. 


Lippincott. 


The novel opens with Ruth, young and attractive looking, 
teaching, for economic reasons, girls’ boarding school 
seaside resort, after spending two years university 
with hopes becoming lawyer shattered. brief friend- 
ship with music hall tenor, who poses single, brought 
about meeting with his deserted wife, Ruth and Harry 
were walking along the seashore, and from which Harry 
fled. Ruth explains the irate wife, who was seized with 
coughing, that she and Harry were only friends. 
Mrs. Harkness finally accepts Ruth’s offer take her 
home she appears very ill. The home Brancaster, 
grimly industrial town, where Mrs. Harkness operates 
little shop living upstairs over the shop with her three 
children, David, 13, Gerald, and Joan. David helps 
get his mother bed and Mrs. Harkness begs Ruth 
stay with her. She resigns her school position and takes 
charge the household. The next day she sent Joan for 
doctor, and Dr. Andrew Murdock, young overworked 
doctor, who takes care the poor Brancaster’s slums, 
orders Mrs. Harkness sanitarium. Her lungs are too 
badly affected from the coal smoke and dust, and 
short time she dies, however, not before she exacts 
promise from Ruth take care her children. 


Taking over the bankrupt little shop and three undis- 
ciplined youngsters filled all Ruth’s hours and she had 
time think herself the great sorrows her 
young life for Johnny her father was confined 
asylum with little hope recovery. Dr. Murdock became 
one her best friends, giving helpful advice and sharing 
her troubles and hopes. 


her indomitable courage and hard work Ruth made 
success the shop, and ten years she had acquired 
additional building and was operating 
dress store, and another part town her own dress 
factory. studying law mornings law office, 


Ronald 


the children grew older and required less attention, she 
was finally able complete her work and get her law 
degree. She opened her office—Ruth Malvern, Solicitor— 
part the shop building and devoted her time 
those clients who needed lawyer but could not pay. 
She was instrumental getting Buckingham Court, 
slum district, made fit for human habitation after insti- 
gating “Rent Strike.” 


David developed into studious, dependable lad and with 
Ruth’s help and encouragement studied French, 
Spanish and German and spent his summer vacations 
walking tours continental Europe studying people 
and conditions first hand, paying his own way with 
money had earned during the school year from his 
print shop the basement and working newspaper, 
and frugal living while tour. Fighting with the 
Loyalists Spain loses arm and and com- 
panion, Austrian boy named Hans, finally get back 
England. David practices setting type with one hand 
and after several weeks’ rest and Hans return 
Germany forged papers work for the underground. 
Gerald was always troublesome, incorrigible boy, and 
his short career was sown with “hocking” one thing after 
another which was sold junk man keep him 
spending money. ran away from home but finally 
returned and Ruth gave him his old room and tried 
every way help him, but Dr. Murdock warned her that 
Gerald was hopeless. One night fracas, Gerald, then 
twenty, struck his old school friend, Benny Gold, with 
tire tool, which killed him instantly. Gerald attempted 
escape over rooftop but his necktie caught 
projection the gutter and falling struck his head 
brick wall, the blow killing him outright. Joan was 
beautiful child with long golden ringlets who had ambi- 
tions dancer. Ruth sent her various schools, 
but the age eighteen Joan falls love and abandons 
her stage career for marriage Eric Anderson, fine 
young chap, twenty-four, whom both Ruth and David 
approved. 


Doctor Murdock removes “Johnny” from the asylum 
his home thinking that the change from routine institu- 
tional life would bring “Johnny” back himself, and 
after time successful. “Johnny” and Ruth 
London for vacation like old times, but after couple 
weeks “Johnny” realizes that while was away the 
world has changed, and longer young man can- 
not find the zest and pleasure did his old life, 
and finally slips back into the shadows. His body 
found the bathtub, the water red from the razor gash 
his throat. 


Andrew’s and Ruth’s honeymoon the “very dear little 
house” Dorset, which Andrew had leased for six 
months, with option buying, came abrupt end 
the second day—September 1939, when Germany 
invaded Poland. For, said Andrew, “when the bombs 
fall Brancaster, men training will needed; 
every one must count. When the bombs fall 
must there defend the slums detest, when it’s all 
over, must there rebuild what the enemy has 
spared.” 

The author who was born Scotland, and ran the gamut 
from down-and-outer high salaried executive before 
was seventeen, and reversed the process several times, 
has interwoven this fifth novel wealth vivid and 
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swiftly moving episodes, and created genuine, warm indi- 
viduals. The Night Ending recommended for adult 
readers only because the crime career Gerald and the 
chapter abortion case which operation Dr. Murdock 
refused perform, and the 
“Johnny.” 

Anne Stuart. 


Johnston, Eric. America Unlimited. Doubleday, Doran. 
Apr. 1944. 254p. $2.50. 


The recent re-election Eric Johnston third term 
president the United States Chamber Commerce 
was encouraging event. Few men his position have 
shown such sane liberalism found America Un- 
limited. fortunate that will have real opportuni- 
ties disseminate his ideas the critical years ahead. 


His book states challenging Credo. essence, his 
belief that Americans have much common that 
would tragedy permit partisan differences 
divide us. champions the system free enterprise 
and capitalism, but pulls punches regard its 
abuses. does not hesitate lecture our moral 
complacency, and insist upon the need for higher 
principles than selfishness springs action. 
nation have great destiny, will but rise the 
call duty. 


Mr. Johnston’s wide experience has taught 
social clashes are more often matter psychology than 
economics. Given meeting the contending parties 
and effort stress areas agreement rather than 
differences, much progress can expected (p. The 
soundness this theory was shown the rapprochement 
between the Chamber the one hand, and Messrs. 
Roosevelt, Murray, and Green the other (pp. 23-24). 
Sensible people are not extremists. can avoid those 
who think terms absolutes, “black and white think- 
ing” (p. 35), can achieve high degree unity. 


The author was particularly felicitous applying his 
principles the New Deal (pp. 72, 77, was not 
happy treating the vital problem full employment 
(pp. 124, Nor did probe the depths the 
conflict between big and little business. seems more 
home with persons than with abstract economic prob- 
lems. Such his openness mind, however, that few 
would doubt his ability ultimately answer even the 
knottiest questions. 


The Catholic steeped the social theory the Church 
should particularly welcome this book. Indeed, had the 
author consciously tried apply the spirit the Encycli- 
cals the American scene, could hardly have done 
better than America Unlimited. 

John Cronin, S.S., 

Baltimore, Maryland 

* 


Lewis, Macmillan. Mar. 13, 1944. 
238p. $2.00. 


Ideally speaking, Perelandra, although complete itself, 
ought not touched until the reader has first come 
grips with Mr. Lewis’ other time-and-space fantasy, 
Out the Silent Planet. Together they make what, 
one poor critic least, seems the most impressive pair 
exercises the pure imagination that the last two 
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decades have witnessesd; and goes even further 
than its fine predecessor across the miltonic abyss 
numinous grandeur where, Francis 
poem, one has only turn stone start cloud 
angel wings, or, any rate, arouse those eldila 
Mr. Lewis’ invention, the archangelic regents the 
planets, whom, alas, our Lucifer one. Mr. Lewis 
Anglican, and, like many his great co-reli- 
gionists the past, doughty for Orthodoxy; 
Oxford don the humanist tradition Ker and 
Chambers, best known the general reading public 
for the Chesterfieldean finesse The wtape 
which turned the devil’s own gift urbane mockery 
against his self. Now, afraid, certain 
voices will most probably rai ised against what they will 
choose call his audacities—in fact, subdued murmur- 
ing has already been heard over The Problem Pain— 
even has been very careful disclaim authority 
for his private speculations the aforementioned book, 
and cloak them under the spangled motley inter- 
stellar fantasy this present instance. like hue and 
cry went out after Newman for his opinions angels, 
and, take Protestant parson dear Mr. Lewis’ 
heart, the dominies once gravely harried sweet-tem- 
pered George Macdonald for his mystic sportiveness. 
“Hippoclides does not care,” wrote Newman wryly 
his Apologia; but one reviewer cares, and calls down 
round and ringing Bellocian imprecation all other 
reviewers, past and present, Catholic otherwise, who 
heresy witch-hunt. For there nothing contra 
revelationem the grave beauty these fantasies 
free will; Mr. Lewis merely indulging himself the 
Middle Age monkish prerogative speculating that 
almighty history: what sire Adam had not fallen? 
deals the unrevealed, the Aristotelian formula 
the probable-possible, and terms other worlds 
than ours. 


Perelandra, Dr. Ransom the philologian hero Out 
the Silent Planet, resumes his planetary travels, this 
time Venus, the earth name that star which 

Old Solar, Hressa-Hlab, known Perelandra, our 
Earth Thulcundra, and Malacandra Mars. goes 
this time envoy the eldila help avert, this new 
world, the Enemy’s old assault the primal innocence 
the new creation, which, unlike the older creatures 
that people ancient Malacandra, is, except for its green 
color, appropriate enough the star Spenglerian 
spring and vernal love, made the likeness man, for 
now the new worlds, the Lady Perelandra tells 
Ransom, “Since our Beloved became man, how should 
Reason any world take another form?” The Adver- 
sary also sends his especial minion the Nietzschean 
physicist, Weston, who dreams Hitlerian conquest 
the zodiac for the benefit his power-mad kind; 
Ransom routed him once before the earlier volume, 
and proceeds again; then the Bent One inter- 
venes investing the very body his follower, Weston, 
and the action, both physical and spiritual, mounts 
climax virtually intolerable suspense. suppose these 
grim pages are grim treatment diabolical possession 
anything fiction; certainly, not since Grendel and 
his monstrous dam stalked the Northumbrian moors has 
English literature beheld more awesome tabernacle 
evil than this Un-Man. But the powers darkness 
are routed the end, and the “black archon” must, 
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perforce, rest content with his only enclave space, our 
own unhappy world. 


would serve any good purpose, one could point out 
the radiant forces that beat upon Mr. Lewis’ work, from 
St. Augustine Beatrix Potter. But time does not serve, 
and such demonstration might fulfill the shabby pur- 
pose discrediting Clive Staples Lewis great original, 
who, like all healthy growths life and art, has his roots 
and well-springs sunk deep the traditional literature 
and religion Western civilization. can think 
finer gift for imaginative boy girl than these theo- 
logical romances Mr. Lewis; the new Verne and 
the new Wells newer day; and, think—and this 
very high praise, for the early Wells was genius the 
first order—he better than either. 


Charles Brady 


Keller, James and Berger, Meyer. Men Maryknoll. 


Scribner’s. 1943. $2. 


the personal accounts the victories tragedies 
mankind that give breath history: enlivening facts with 
glimpse the horrible cruelty inspiring courage 
evidenced those who were part witness the actual 
scene. from such accounts that receive more 
intense awareness the nature man and his need 
for divine assistance, watch man bestially degrade 
from his natural dignity transcend heights super- 
natural heroism. 


Men Maryknoll, Father Keller collaborates with 
outstanding journalist bring the reader most inter- 
esting account the experiences some the priests 
his own community, who have lived through the most 
trying hardships war and disease their missionary 
quest for souls. 


The “Men Maryknoll” are Americans who have sac- 
rificed the material comforts and the opportunities for 
success their own country bring the civilizing influ- 
ence religion the pagan the Orient and jungle. 
Laboring among the lepers, the destitute, the war-op- 
pressed, they propagate Christian peace, risking their own 
lives bring joy souls and souls Christ. 


The reader will edified and the same time amazed 
the courage and ingenuity the young and zealous 
priests who surmounted all obstacles their religious and 
social mission: clearing wasteland, acting sanitarian, 
medicine man; ministering the physical needs sick 
and outcast; awakening the befriended sense the 
dignity work and introducing the means, far ad- 
vance prevailing primitive methods, make man’s 
work less burdensome. The transformation wrought 
“Big Joe” Sweeney the filthy leper colony; the courage 
Father Meyer who stood unflinching before the Jap- 
anese invaders; the fearlessness Father Donovan, 
followed the dangerous trails that finally led martyr- 
dom; the experiences the priests who worked the 
jungles, healing body and soul; the steadfastness 
Father Cummings who pursued his mission some 
Japanese concentration camp; the selflessness all 
with calm and cheerfulness they strive bring order out 
chaos, are inspiring testimony the work the 
men Maryknoll. The substance the stories written 
this book has been heard the audiences whom 
Father Keller has met his extended lecture tours. 


Keller Reyher Mead 


has been published request order reach greater 
number who will profit its message. Conversationally 
informal, the anecdotes, humorous and dramatic, and the 
interesting bits information concerning the life and 
customs Indians and Chinese are written with sim- 
plicity and sincerity that will appeal the general reader. 


Reyher, Rebecca. (Editor). The Stork Run. Hastings 
House. May 1944. $1.00. 


This latest the series cartoon collections devoted 
babies and the foibles their attendant relatives. 
Being collection 105 cartoons cartoonists there 
general thread running throughout the group. Con- 
tributors include such famous names David Breger, 
Helen Hokinson, Bill King, Soglow, James Thurber 
and host others contributing wide variety 
subjects. Most the cartoons have 
rating—three four being gems their kind. Some are 
stock items, others merely topical. There great deal 
satire including two cartoons Baptism which first 
glance may seem slightly irreverent but actually ridicule 
people’s attitudes rather than the sacrament itself. The 
book seems suitable for all. 


* * * 


Mead, Senator James Tell the Folks Back Home. 
Appleton-Century. May 1944. 298p. $3.00. 


One bit knowledge well illustrated correspondents’ 
war diaries, published books, the fact that you can’t 
learn much about people places merely stopping 
over for day two your way somewhere else— 
you need more time and you need live with those 
people order form the general impressions which 
enable you write about them understandingly. How- 
ever modern correspondents usually attempt cover 
much territory that their reports usually end mere 
recitations how they got from place place, what 
important people they met and the things (not always 
important) that impressed them most the moment. 
Tell the Folks Back Home suffers certain extent 
from this defect but the purpose the book being what 
the defect much the more important. Senator 
Mead’s book contains entirely too many names famous 
men and places for its real purpose which tell the 
home front exactly how the boys abroad are living and 
fighting and suffering. Dispersed throughout the welter 
names and places however there much valuable in- 
formation general type. 


Sunday, July 25, 1943, committee five Senators, 
“the eyes and ears the whole Senate and American 
people,” took off from the National Airport Washington 
the “Guess Where 2,” converted four-engined Liber- 
ator, for tour all the fronts. were Senators 
Lodge, Chandler, Russell, Brewster and Mead, all mem- 
bers various war-connected committees. Their first 
landing was the Air Transport Command’s base 
Presque Isle, Maine, and then the famous cross-roads 
base Newfoundland. Here for the first time the global 
nature this war was forcibly impressed upon them and 
the vastness the aerial organization which had been 
set the Allies. They came England via Labrador, 
Iceland, and Scotland. After some time London with 
side trips various places they approached their first 
war zone the flight Africa. Their trip continued 
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through North Africa, Palestine, India, China, Australia, 
the South Pacific, Hawaii, and finally ended America 
after having covered 45,000 miles. are told detail 
how the Senators got from place place, what they ate, 
where they slept and the people they met. Headquar- 
ters, hospitals, supply bases, all were duly visited and 
commented upon. often possible the Senators 
attempted talk Joe and his buddies and are 
also told detail how they live, how they are cared for, 
what they eat, the tremendous handicaps that face them, 
the spirit which sustains them, how they feel and react 
both battle and home. Almost all the material 
and conclusions presented are those which have already 
appeared other publications and with which most 
are familiar and little new added except the warm 
human interest stories and anecdotes which the Senators 
gathered every stop and which are admirably detailed 
Senator Mead. His conclusions presented the 
last three chapters are that have splendid military 
force, that doing expert work with wonderful equip- 
ment, that the leadership expert and inspiring especially 
that the President, that the men want get their job 
done and get back home, that the mass military migrations 
and the specialized training programs have given men 
broader outlook and made them more capable and that 
will necessary win not only the war but stable 
peace well. Though not dissatisfied with the work 
front most the men feel that not 
really appreciate the tremendous difficulties under which 
they work and the sacrifices they are making and want 
told more what actually happening. Though 
there little new the book yet gathers great deal 
scattered information into one place, interesting 
reading and may recommended all. 


Kingdon, Frank. Man the White House.” You 
and Your President. Arco. Mar. 18, 1944. 182p. $2.00. 
answer soldier son’s query, “What going 
happen 1944?”, Dr. Frank Kingdon, Methodist minis- 
ter, ex-college president, news commentator, lecturer, etc., 
wrote the present book which intended survey 
the reasons why Franklin Roosevelt should elected 
November fourth term President these United 
States. The author sees 1944 crucial year the his- 
tory the world and feels that any action other than 
Roosevelt’s re-election will disastrous not only the 
best interests the country but also the prospects 
new world order embodied stable peace. 

Dr. Kingdon begins surveying briefly the nature, origin 
and history the presidential office show that the 
founding fathers vested immense authority the Execu- 
tive, almost total save for Congressional financial checks 
time war, and how such presidents Washington, 
Jefferson, Jackson, Lincoln and others did not hesitate 
use that power when they felt the best interests 
the goes define the peculiar nature 
the American nation unity achieved “common 
loyalty—to belief, not inheritance”. states that 
1944 important because will decide the kind world 
our children will live and then goes warn against 
the Fascistic elements our own country for which 
cites Carlson’s Under authority. 

After series statements aimed showing how neces- 
sary American participation world affairs the author 
surveys the Republican presidential candidates disposing 
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them easily few pages and praising only Staassen 
and Saltonstall. almost acceptable save for in- 
experience and the inability unite his party behind him. 
With these preliminaries out the way the author settles 
down his major task. begins contrasting Roose- 
velt and Hitler, democracy and caesarism, showing sketchi- 
the nature and development both men. goes 
for several short chapters analyze the President’s moves 
warning against war, attempting preserve peace 
while blocking the Axis and finally arousing the coun- 
try prepare for war. Came December 1943 and 
Roosevelt did not hesitate act decisively assuming 
his vast wartime powers. these chapters the author 
wishes show that Roosevelt truly great man, that 
foresaw the course events, acting wisely and cour- 
ageously all times, and that the one man capable 
determining the course the future concert with 
Churchill, Stalin and Chiang Kai Shek. Commander- 
in-Chief Roosevelt assumed direct control and has been 
largely responsible for our current degree success, 
one can fill his shoes, alone has basic policy for 
foreign affairs and concerted world order. Republican 
pronouncements are inconclusive and offer little hope. 


Going back 1933 the author then surveys the President’s 
course combating the economic situation found 
when assumed office. His economic program lauded 
wise one and responsible for preserving and improv- 
ing the American capitalist system enterprise. Because 
his middle-of-the-road policy Roosevelt given credit 
for combining the good points conservatives and liberals. 
The author then discusses Roosevelt great humanist 
with “deep and abiding love for his fellow-man” and 
his aim “more abundant life for With word 
the President’s “political oomph” concludes that 
strong, wise, incorruptible man fitted lead 
into better future. There chapter classifying and 
dealing with the criticisms most frequently leveled against 
the President. The concluding chapter stresses again our 
“rendezvous with destiny” 1944, that there one 
but Roosevelt and that vital re-elect him. Ap- 
pended the book message from Rex Stout, 
excerpt from LaGuardian oration and four interesting 
cartoons criticism the dictatorial aspirations Jef- 
ferson, Jackson, Lincoln and Theodore Roosevelt. 


The Roosevelt question thorny one—how great 
not cannot settled until coming events have justi- 
fied annulled his position and policies. The purpose 
review such this does not comprehend discussion 
the points issue nor decision Roosevelt’s indis- 
can only point out here that Mr. King- 
don has not made dispassionate survey the question 
but rather has taken position and defended it. Whether 
not you agree with him depends your knowledge, 
your interpretation, your opinions and your attitudes 
formed the course events. Most the material con- 
tained herein has been discussed publicly before and will 
again. must said however that this book not 
complete and comprehensive but sketchy and with major 
omissions. There are hasty generalizations, faulty logic 
and lack understanding basic problems. There 
also certain amount vituperation directed against 
the isolationists, especially Senator Wheeler. general 
because its subject matter the book suitably only for 
adults but with the reservation that can scarcely 
regarded authoritative. 
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Robsjohn-Gibbings, Good-bye Mr. Chippendale. 
Mary Petty. Knopf. Mar. 13, 1944. 110p. $2.00. 


acid words the author (who might have chosen 
streamlined pseudonym harmonize with his advocacy 
plain surfaces) scores the American habit buying 
“antique” furniture reproductions Chippendale, Shera- 
ton and usually produced Grand Rapids 
(Mich.) assembly lines whose “mass sterility foisted off 
innocent millions” (p. far the bulk the 
work amusing diatribe against the “antique” game, show- 
ing how the habit developed historically. The origin 
the and styles portrayed slavish catering 
aristocracy, not based excellence design. Then 
traces the development the habit, the beginning 
commercialism, the migration American millionaires 
Europe and their indiscriminate purchasing, the rise 
Lord Duveen (one the early interior decorators), the 
evil influence the 1893 Chicago Fair, certain firms 
decorators and some leaders social opinion 
Mrs. Emily Price Post (p. 45) and few magazines 
such Vogue and Harper’s Bazaar. 


the positive portions his book were well presented 
the satirical sections would indeed have produced 
something worthwhile. the work amusing for 
its invective but not too informative. Occasional vulgari- 
ties, the mention the statuettes dancing girls 
(p. 22) and profanity will limit the book adults 
whom not, however, recommended with any degree 
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Carr, Robert The Bells St. 
tury. May 1944. 186p. $2.00. 


What the presentday position religion Russia? 
Many people are intrigued this question and its corre- 
lated implications. Recent developments, reported 
Soviet officialdom, have further whetted curiosity and the 
possible answers, complicated numerous factors 
which have authoritative knowledge, are legion. 
Mr. Carr his latest novel offers simple solution— 
that religious freedom actually has been granted and that 
Russians are returning their own free will, but slowly, 
the practice religion. 


Mr. Carr’s protagonist known only Garry, Russian 
equivalent Harry, brash young engineer Back Bay 
family who had spent several years pre-war Russia 
building bridge across the Volga under one the Five 
Year plans. Garry had made friends with Father Gregory, 
the village Orthodox priest, and had kept good terms 
with the Soviet officials even though had kidded them 
unmercifully over their solemn zeal. the story opens 
Garry passing through Russia war mission and 
stops off the Volga village visit Father Gregory and 
see his bridge. Naturally such visits are not encour- 
aged, just behind the front, and Garry has trouble leaving 
the boat, finally securing permission from his old friend, 
the official Dubinsky. Garry allowed ashore only for 
hour and followed the Moslem dancing girl 
Halima, who wishes enter the United States through 
him but later falls love with him. manages 
escape Dubinsky’s surveillance and make his way the 
hill with sprained ankle and meet Father Gregory. One 
his first questions Dubinsky had been whether 
not the golden-toned bells St. Ivan’s still rang they 
used but Dubinsky evades the question and Father 
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Gregory does likewise when asked. Garry sur- 
prised see soldiers leaving the church and more sur- 
prised see the once village atheist living the church 
and presses for explanation but everyone evasive. 


While talking with Father Gregory Garry sees armored 
Cossack division pull and into camp, the men 
drawn and weary from battle. this time has missed 
his boat and knows that will arrested the 
N.K.V.D. within matter hours. has fol- 
lowed him and posts her guard warn the 
approach the police. then spends some time talking 
with Father Gregory and later with Dubinsky, who has 
come arrest him and Orloff and Murashvelli, Cossack 
officers, during which time learns that the original 
Soviet organization has lapsed and the spirit nationalism 
replaced with Stalin the adored and trusted strong 
man. Shortly before dawn Garry climbs the bell tower 
for forbidden look his bridge and there spends more 
time talking with Father Gregory. The priest tells his 
belief Stalin’s sincerity both with regard democracy 
and religion, his convictions that the Church Russia 
had sinned and had atoned persecution. Father Greg- 
ory feels that the time has not yet come ring the bells 
was wont Holy Russia—first let the people return 
church their own free will. The Church old and 
established institution—it can afford wait. 


Garry takes last look his bridge sees columns 
tanks moving across from west east. They are part 
Roumanian division which has been by-passed the 
fighting and counterattacking. attempts sound 
the alarm but one below can hear him until Father 
Gregory rings the bells St. The Roumanians 
open fire and score direct hit the tower, killing Father 
Gregory, just after Garry had been removed the police. 
The Russians quickly rout the Roumanians and Garry 
quickly released with Halima under the impression 
that connected with “Ven-del Veal-Key”, mys- 
teriously potent name among the Russians. 


Mr. Carr has very simply and effectively written story 
with dash humor here and there and definite im- 
pression Russia’s switchover nationalism. With re- 
gard the Orthodox Church takes recent develop- 
ments their face value although reading between 
the lines one can sense that this resurgence will not alter 
the character state church existed under the Tsars. 
There really answer this book the question 
Russian religious freedom but its entertainment value 
fair and this basis the book seems suitable for adults 
who will not accept its statements authoritative. 


Roberts, Cecil. The Labyrinth. Doubleday, Doran. May 
1944. 278p. $2.50. 


The beginnings the underground movement con- 
quered European countries have frequently been made the 
background mediocre romance-adventure stories at- 
tempting capitalize upon topicality. The Labyrinth 
seems another this sort with most the action 
being laid Crete just prior the present war and then 
during and after the German occupation. 


The story opens with incident the early 20’s wherein 
Randell Dunning, English novelist, drawn into 
affair with Madame Carlotta Kleber Tunis and Sicily. 
Madame Kleber really Frau von Kleber, the English 
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wife Franz, son General Graf von Kleber. The 
eneral man the old school who looking for 
male heir carry the line. His somewhat dissolute 
son has been unable produce one. her own initia- 
tive then Carlotta seeks affair which will produce 
son. She succeeds, son born, and the hoax remains 
undetected since Carlotta dies the process. 


The scene then shifts England the spring 1939 
where Sylvia Day, trained nurse, living with de- 
manding aunt. Sylvia’s only and adored brother, Richard, 
archeologist working Crete. her twenty-fifth 
birthday Sylvia feels that she slipping into middle-age 
without romance and excitement having entered into her 
life. The rest the book devoted remedying that 
defect. her birthday then letter comes from Richard 
asking her come Crete and nurse him through con- 
valescence from severe fever. She goes Crete and 
lives with Richard and young Italian colleague Cesare 
Morosini Villa Vouni isolated part Crete. For 
four months the three revel the beauty and legend 
Crete with Sylvia and Cesare falling idyllically love. 
Their happiness marred only the overshadowing 
clouds unrest. Under the tutelage Richard and 
Cesare Sylvia learns the topography central Crete and 
also one the labyrinths. the end summer when 
the war breaks out the trio split—Cesare, with his blind 
faith Duce and his nationalistic spirit, returning 
Italy.and joining bomber squadron while Richard and 
Sylvia return England where enlists the R.A.F. 
and she nursing unit. 


The scene abruptly shifts the following April when 
Sylvia being evacuated Crete with her unit after the 
Grecian debacle. During the evacuation she meets 
young naval lieutenant with whom she later falls love. 
Richard also comes Crete one the absurdly small 
group R.A.F. The German invasion and the 
battle for Crete begin. Cesare shot down and dies 
English hospital. Richard sent back Cairo and 
the British forces retreat across the mountains for em- 
barkation from the south coast. the last moment how- 
ever Sylvia together with another nurse, Janet Farr, de- 
cides remain behind knowing that with her knowledge 
mountainous central Crete she can gather stragglers, 
organize guerrilla and arrange for clandestine 
evacuations soldiers. She organizes headquarters 
the Villa and the labyrinth, directs guerrilla actions and 
evacuates small parties men destroyer 
Richard sent back help her but killed am- 
bush. One day she finds badly wounded German and 
holds him prisoner until sufficiently recovered 
sent Alexandria. This Franz von Kleber, Carlotta’s 
son. Franz personally likable and Sylvia almost falls 
love with him but seems retain his faith 
Naziism. Gradually the Germans learn the secret the 
headquarters and arranges ambush Sylvia and her lieu- 
tenants. Franz breaks the ambush paying with his 
life and Sylvia, wounded, escapes Alexandria and Derek 
the story ends. 


The Labyrinth times interesting and action packed 
book especially describing the battle for Crete. Actually 
its theme rather minor one adventure although 
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the author attempts bolster its significance material 
the value Crete and the Mediterranean British 
geo-strategy and drawing analogies between the thal- 
assocracy that was ancient Crete and the one that 
modern England. essence however the book has only 
entertainment value. This value sadly diminished 
the inclusion Carlotta’s premeditated adultery which 
never condemned and unnecessary the main theme 
the story, serving point one its minor aspects. 
Also Janet Farr’s sexual relations with soldiers are con- 
demned, not moral grounds but simply because they 
are bad for morale and discipline and because their 
deteriorating effects her character. Although the book 
would suitable for adults there seems little reason 
anyone because the defects noted 
above. 


Ethridge, Willie Snow. This Little Pig Stayed Home. 
Vanguard. April, 1944. $2.50. 


Life the home front small country estate near 
Louisville the subject generally delightful volume. 
Mrs. Ethridge has four children ranging from about four 
nineteen twenty their family life full and varied; 
her “roommate”, the general manager the Louisville 
Courier-Journal, see only the domestic aspect such 
reflections “the sower” (p. 119-121), the neglected 
husband for whom all goes wrong while his wife 
absentia (p. 169-175). You will enjoy this account 
how the Ethridges struggle through victory gardens, prob- 
lems oil rationing loss help (e.g., the boy four- 
teen whom the author hired the first July mow the 
lawn and who left the next week work Brooks’ 
garage man’s wages, 238), the choice seeds, the 
search for dust pan, and many others. Marring 
otherwise fine account the casual use profanity (p. 
53, 76, 229, etc.) linked with implicit disregard the 
Sabbath. Otherwise superbly humorous recital 
the vicissitudes closely knit family. starter 
recommend the piece beginning 146: “I’ve Had 
Four 
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